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the dream slipped away from his thoughts. Very briefly, a
little guiltily, he tried to grasp it back. But the feelings
disappeareed. The Stirrings were gone. P.50

"If everything is the same, then there are not any
choices! I want to wake up in the morning and decide
things! A blue tunic, or a red one?” He looked down at
himself, at the colorless fabric of his clothing. “But itis all
the same, always.” Then he laughed a little. “l know it is
not important, what you wear. It does not matter. But—"

“It is the choosing that is imporatnt, isn't it?” The Giver
asked him. P123

FAVERRS -

People who live in the fast-paced world now usually
look forward to living without pressure. In The Giver by
Lois Lowry, the story happens in a wonderful world, which
can literally be called a utopia since the small community
sounds really flawless. There is no commitment, pain or
uneasiness in this ideal world. The residents seem to have
long been accustomed to all of this and are living a
contented life. None of them has ever thought to revolt.
However, is a world where freedom comes at a cost truly
what we desire? The story involves many issues relevant to
human rights, ethics and values. The following are three of
them.

To begin with, it pinpoints the legitimacy of authority.
The residents in the community are all assimilated since
their job, spouse and even family are arranged by the
committee. The committee does not value individual
differences only for ensuring that the people are still
under their control. | can’ t help but wonder: do others
really have the right to decide our destiny? Absolutely not!
Humans' value lies in the differences between every
single person. Once the diversity between people
disappears, life will also become meaningless.

Another important issue is memory and emotion.
Jonas, the protagonist in the story, is assigned a special
job, the receiver. His work is to receive all the memories
and feelings in the community. Other people who live in
this community are deprived of their memories and
emotions. In other words, there is no pain or sorrow in
their lives, and neither are there joy or happiness. Losing
these emotions will affect our comprehension of

interpersonal relationships and influence our values
towards things. We no longer have the opportunities to
review anything that happened in the past, nor do we feel
any emotions. Jonas finds that it is quite inhumane and
decides to make a change. | am in favor of his action. After
all, we are the masters of our own destiny and thus we
have the right to preserve our own memories and
emotions. Without each of them, we would be like a
puppet which is at the mercy of fate.

The last one is the issue of euthanasia. In the story,

residents who are deemed unfit for the community will be

“released” , namely be euthanized. The committee
notifies the civilians that being released isa “glorious”
behavior. However, in fact, it is actually a serious violation
of human rights. Jonas realizes this from his teacher and
starts to question whether life should be determined by
others. This perspective makes me think of some
scenarios in the real world. Euthanasia has not yet been
legalized in some countries, including Taiwan, since some
objectors consider that euthanasia is unethical.
Nevertheless, the two cases mentioned above are not
sensible at all. In my opinion, a person’ s will of survival
should be respected, and whether euthanasia is moral or
not should also never depend on others’ subjective
opinions.

To summarize, the story is fascinating and it makes
me reflect on whether the life without agony is really what
| want. The answer is undoubtedly “no.” Instead of
dreaming of building castles in the air, striving
down-to-earth is something more important. Teenagers
like us often come across challenges whether from studies
or from interpersonal relationships. Many people may not
be willing to face the reality and even try to escape from it,
but the story tells us that there are still things significant
and worth cherishing. The book includes a number of
issues that we might encounter as an adolescent, and it
describes the thoughts and emotions when the characters
meet with problems. The Giver not only contains many
things we can learn from but also leaves various matters
worth contemplating.
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Should euthanasia be legalized or not?



