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N : Freewater by Amina Lugman-Dawson
tells the story of enslaved children who escape to the
swamps of the South, forming a hidden community rather
than fleeing to the North. Inspired by the Great Dismal
Swamp maroons, the novel highlights how the swamp’ s
dangers protected those who escaped slavery. The book
focuses on children, including the young daughter of a
slaveowner who helps facilitate the escapes. Freewater
received critical acclaim, winning the 2023 Coretta Scott
King Award.
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Master Crumb’ s father had made a gift of Old Joe to
his son on his wedding day. I’ d seen many kinds of ways
we moved from one place to another. We were sold,
loaned, taken, and ran away, but gifting was the strangest.
Gifts sound nice, but slave moving was always ugly. It
didn’ tseem right to call it gifting. (p.18)

FRRVERRS

Freewater is a story based on maroon communities in
the south and tells the story of survival, friendship, and
courage. It is a story about 12- year-old Homer, a boy who
flees the plantation where he lives and works as a slave
with his mom and sister. He takes her sister to escape to
Southerland. Through his journey, he found a secret
community called Freewater. He makes a lot of friends
and allies in this special place, but he also finds out
although he is in” Freewater” , it is not truly free. This is
Amina Lugman-Dawson debut book, but Freewater won
Newbery Award, and it" s accrued as a host of other
awards.

Author Amina Lugman-Dawson uses multiply
viewpoints to let readers see the story in different eyes
and give us a much richer understanding of the story.
Therefore, we can interpret the story not only from Homer
but from other characters’ perspectives. Each character
has their own story, which is reflected in their actions and
the meaning behind them. In real life, everyone acts for
their own benefits and the people they want to protect.
When reading this book, | seemed to possess an
omniscient point of view so that | can peek into every
character’ s mind, and | also tried to think about the
meaning behind everything the characters did. For
example, when Freewater is caught in a fire crisis, every
character has their own reason to save this place. Some

love.

There is no perfect place. Even the promised land has
its own flaws. This story reminds me that what appears to
be freedom is often the result of countless sacrifices. In
American history, African Americans had to endure
unequal treatment to fulfill the demands of white people.
Some children were even forced to be separated from
their parents. Behind the glorious lives, there are untold
stories of suffering and separation. Take Sanzi and Juna,
the two Freewater-born sisters, for example. The former,
who is bold and full of justice, desires to be like Suleman
using bow and arrow to protect Freewater and explore
plantation, but the Freewater-born children aren’ t
allowed to leave Freewater since they were born for them
plantations were a mystery. The latter Juna was like a slave,
following the script her mother gave her. She does
everything for her mom. They are not allowed to leave
Freewater since they were born, for them the outside
world was a mystery.

As a slave, Southland plantation is just like heaven.
But Homer would rather go back to the plantation where
he flees to save his mom. He clearly knows that he takes a
huge risk of being caught along the way. Nevertheless,
Homer is not just running, he is fighting for the people he
loves and that makes him more powerful. Fortunately,
there is a group of friends who want to help him. They
give him hope and support. The desire for freedom can
make those children overcome unknown challenges
ahead since they believe this can let them know what it is
to be free.

Freedom is not just about physical escape; instead, it
is about the ability to choose your own path and spend
your life in your own way. Freewater makes me more
empathetic, putting me in the shoes of those who have
endured unimaginable hardships and allowing me to see
their struggles and their humanity. Every story in
Freewater is connected, one life touching another is more
than just a group of people. It is about hope, about
finding the bright side even in the darkest places. It is a
living, breathing entity. Freewater gives us a deep
understanding of the history of black slaves in the United
States
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Freewater helped me learn more about African
Americans history. At that time, they were no longer
human but commodities, being auctioned and transferred
by merchant’ s countless times. Many years later, how do
we view the world today with the history we have learned?



